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Blessed to Suffer
By JEREMY WOODWARD
 In Nehemiah 11-13, 
Nehemiah required 10% of 
the people to move from 
their villages to the city.  
Many people disliked this 
plan because it forced some 
people to sacrifice.
 I read these scrip-
tures as a part of my daily 
Bible study while at our 
stay at Children’s Hospi-
tal with our son, Mitchel.  
The evening Mitchel was admit-

ted I prayed and looked 
for answers, “How much 
more does he have to go 
through?  Please God, we’ve 
been through enough hav-
en’t we?”  I knew that God 
was with us and that he 
would take care of Mitchel.  
He had never forsaken us 
before!
 Still, I wondered, “why?” 
Surely Mitchel had done 
nothing to deserve this. I 
wondered how many other 
Christians felt the same way 
that I was feeling. Moments 

later I opened God’s word and 
found answers. I read in Nehemi-
ah of those who sacrificed for the 
good of everyone. From there my 
thoughts went to John’s gospel. 
 In the ninth chapter it 

tells of Christ’s encounter with a 
man blind from birth. His dis-
ciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, 
that he was born blind?” Jesus 
answered, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinner, but that the 
works of God should be revealed 
in him.” Christ’s words comforted 
me so.  I believe that Mitchel was 
born with his disability to dis-
play Heaven’s strength.  I believe 
God has selected us to strug-
gle for His glory.  I don’t know 
fully how God is using us, but I 
now know that it is for him and 
his awesome glory.  I hope our 
testimony encourages others that 
face struggles that we have “been 
granted on behalf of Christ, not 
only to believe in him, but also to 
suffer for his sake” (Philippians 
1:29).  God can move you.  Just 
give him control!

Win Them At the 
Door

By SHERM ROMINE 
 Some years ago my wife and 
I met an older couple at our favorite 
little eatery in Zephyrhills, FL.  We 
somehow knew, before we even had 
a conversation, that he was a preach-
er.  He was indeed a semi-retured 
Church of God preacher (that’s as 
retired as Church of God preachers 
ever get).  We had good fellowship 
and gave them a choir CD which they 
listened to many times and thanked 
us for whenever we saw them.
 This 
year we found 
Bro. Don 
Early at the 
same little 
restaurant.  He 
told us that his 
wife of over 60 
years had just 
passed away 
in December 
and he was 
now living in 
assisted living.
 He 
invited us to 
visit the church where he attends and 
told about it as he gave directions.  
He spoke of the friendly people who 
go there and, of course, we accepted 
his invitation.
 He was right - the people 
were very friendly and we enjoyed 
being together, with all of the hugs 
and greetings that go on between 
services.  Continue on page 6.

Note
We hope to have a full listing of birthdays and anniversaries in next 
month’s issue.  If you don’t think we have yours or if you have an arti-
cle/devotion you’d like included in a future issue, contact Bro. Casey.



The Word from the Pulpit
Date:          Speaker:     Subject: 
AM February 2       Bro. Tony Bartlette    ‘Making Room for God’

PM February 2       Bro. Casey Fenn       ‘Apologetics - Our Amazing Bible’ 

PM February 5       SERVICE WAS CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER

AM February 9      Bro. Tony Bartlette   ‘Abiding in His Presence’

PM February 9      SERVICE WAS CANCELLED DUE TO WEATHER

PM February 12    Bro. Casey Fenn       ‘Apologetics - Another Gospel?’

AM February 16    Bro. Tony Bartlette   ‘Being Salt and Light’

PM February 16    Bro. Casey Fenn       ‘Seek the Mount of Transfiguration’

PM February 19    Bro. Casey Fenn       ‘Praying the Names of God’

AM February 23   Bro. Tony Bartlette    ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’

PM February 23    Bro. Casey Fenn     ‘Increase Our Faith’

PM February 26    N/A      Video - ‘10 Indictment’ by Paul Washer

If you need a 
copy of any of 

the services listed 
on this page, they 
are available on 
CD and DVD.  

Pick up a form in 
the narthex.

“I don’t like to hear cut and dried sermons.
No—when I hear a man preach, I like to see him act as if he were fighting bees.”

- Abraham Lincoln

Is Sunday School Worth Waking Up For?
 I know what you’re think-
ing: ‘After a long week of working, 
dealing with kids, etc. 
the LAST thing I want 
to do is wake up at 8 
AM.’  But before you 
hit ‘snooze’ again, bear 
these benefits in mind.
 It’s an opportu-
nity to gain knowledge 
about God, His Word, and His King-
dom.  Whether you’re a brand new 
Christian or you’ve been following 
Jesus for decades, you can never 
know ‘too much’ about God or His 
Word.  As ‘disciples’ or students, 
we’ve been called to learn more 
about him both for our own edifi-
cation and so that we can be more 

effective witnesses.  Sunday School 
is the perfect opportunity to learn 

more about the things of 
God. 
 It’s an opportunity for fel-
lowship. Spending time with 
other believers is a vital part 
of the Christian walk.  Don’t 
pass up this opportunity to 
bear one another’s burdens, 

pray for one another, rejoice with 
one another, and simply enjoy the 
presence of other believers.
 It’s an opportunity to see 
God work. There are exciting 
things going on in Sunday School 
no matter what age you are.  God 
doesn’t wait until 10 to show up at 
church.  Neither should you!

Class:     Topic:

Seniors      Bible Study - 
      The Book of Acts

Adult       The Life of   
Middlers               Abraham

Young          ‘Gods at War’
Marrieds          by Kyle
           Idleman

Young                 Life Issues
Adults

Youth     ‘Pilgrim’s Progress’
     by John Bunyan

Tweens     The Life
     and Teachings of
     Jesus



Effective Prayer
By CASEY FENN
 “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” - 

James 5:16
 As I meditated on this verse 
this morning, I began to reflect not 
just on what it says but also on what 
it implies.  If we are going to have 
a successful prayer life, marked by 
answered 
prayers, then 
we need to 
make sure 
that all of the 
pieces are in 
place.
 1. Is 
it effectual 
& fervent?  
There’s only 
one Greek word that is translated 
‘effectual fervent’: energoumene.  
It’s a word that denotes ‘energy’ and 
‘activity.’  James encourages us to 
pray prayers that are backed up by 
concrete action.  When we pray, are 
we passively waiting for God to de-
liver or do we do everything in our 

power to see the prayer answered?  
If we pray for a lost loved one, do 
we sit back and hope God takes 
care of it or do we look for oppor-
tunities to witness?
 Jesus told several parables 
about the need for prayers that are 
persistant.  We shouldn’t give up if 
we don’t see an answer ‘right away.’  

Instead, like the 
friend who comes 
looking for bread 
at midnight, we 
need to continual-
ly seek God until 
he answers (see 
Luke 11:5-8).
 2. Are we 
righteous? The 
second require-

ment of effective prayer that James 
gives us is righteousness. Before 
we come to God with petitions, it 
would be wise for us to join with 
David in crying out, “Search me, O 
God, and know my heart: Try me, 
and know my thoughts: And see 
if there be any wicked way in me, 

And lead me in the way everlast-
ing.”  Sin will keep our prayers from 
being answered.  Before praying, 
examine yourself.  Before answer-
ing your prayers, God may have a 
request of his own.

Review: Hudson Taylor: Founder, China Inland Mission
By BRENDA BORDERS 

 
The story 
of James 
Hudson 
Taylor actu-
ally began 
before he 
was born. 
James and 
Amelia Tay-
lor, devout 
Yorkshire 

Methodists, began praying that 
God would give them a son who 
could work for Him in China.
 Taylor (as he was called) 
was sickly as a child, and his par-

ents all but abandoned the idea 
that he would ever be well enough 
to become a missionary to China. 
But when he turned seventeen he 
was converted and offered himself 
fully to God’s service, promising to 
do or go wherever God might call. 
It wasn’t long before he he heard 
God’s distinct call, “Go for Me to 
China”.
 Hudson strengthened his 
faith by trusting God in all things. 
He deprived himself of comfort and 
financial support in order that he 
would be prepared for service when 
the door finally opened for his jour-
ney into China.
 Most of his life was spent 

in hardship. He refused generous 
contributions and even the support 
or backing of other missionary 
societies and trusted God solely for 
his provisions by fasting and prayer 
for his needs. The Christianity that 
exists in China today is due largely 
to his faithful efforts. His epitaph 
reads: “Rev. J. Hudson Taylor, 
founder of the China Inland Mis-
sion, May 21, 1832 – June 3, 1905, 
A Man in Christ”.
 After reading (and re-read-
ing) the book, I realized how easy 
it is for me to sing, “tis so sweet 
to trust in Jesus”, but how much I 
didn’t really “trust Him” after all.

Top 5 Books on Prayer
by Casey Fenn

1. With Christ in the School of 
Prayer

by Andrew Murray

2. The Practice of the Presence of 
God

by Brother Lawrence

3. The Complete Works on 
Prayer

by E. M. Bounds

4. Revival Praying
by Leonard Ravenhill

5. The Autobiography of George 
Muller

by George Muller



Youth Devotion - He Knows Your Name!Student Spotlight:
 Ben Stickle

 Ben got saved when he was 
ten years old, “I remember that 
night well. I was at home in my bed 
and it was a Sunday evening after 
the service and I knew that I want-
ed to live my life for the Lord.”
 He’s been attending our 
church for around eight years.  His 
family visited a number of differ-
ent churches before finally settling 
down here.
 Ben has been an active 
member of the youth group as well 
as a part of the audio/visual team 
where he enjoys helping by video-
taping the services.  
 One of his favorite books of 
the Bible is Proverbs for “its nev-
erending wisdom.”  Hebrews 11:1 
is one of his favorite verses in the 
Bible.
 “I am so thankful that I got 
saved when I did and never had to 
learn the hard way that a life of sin 
is no fun!”

By CHAD WOLFE
 Since Zacchaeus was short 
in ‘stature’, he climbed the nearest 
tree hoping to see Jesus and learn 
about him. Jesus knew that he had a 
desire to meet him so he told Zach 
that he wanted to eat with him.
 Before they met, Jesus 
already knew Zacchaeus’s name!  In 
fact, one time while he was preach-
ing he went so far as to say, “But 
even the very hairs of your head are 
all numbered.”  The book of He-
brews describes Jesus this way, “For 
we have not an high priest which 
cannot be touched with the feeling 
of our infirmities; but was in all 
points tempted like as we are, yet 
without sin.”
 When a person gets saved, 
Jesus writes his name in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life.  There’s only one 
eraser that can remove your name 
from that book and it’s in your 
hands.  Romans 8 tells us that there 
is nothing that can separate us from 
God’s love.  The only thing that can 
keep us away from 
God is our own un-
repented sin.  The 
devil can’t erase our 
name; only we can.  
It’s not God’s will 
that any perish but 
all come to repen-
tance.
 Isaiah once 
said, “Behold, I have 
graven thee upon 
the palms of my 
hands.”  I don’t believe each of our 
names is written there; instead, I 
believe those precious nail prints 
are the only things on his hands.
 

 The Psalmist once wrote, 
“Let the redeemed of the LORD say 
so, Whom he hath redeemed from 
the hand of the enemy”  Jesus has 
taken us out of the enemy’s hands 
and inscribed our names in the 
Lamb’s Book of Life and in the nail-
prints on the palms of his hands.
 If you’re in that sycamore 
tree with Zacchaeus, feeling small 
in your faith and curious about 
who Jesus is, know this: Jesus 
knows your name.  He knows 
everything about you and he un-
derstands.  While you were at your 
lowest, he saw you and he chose to 
give his life away so that you could 
be redeemed.  He’s calling your 
name and asking that you would let 
him enter in and sup with you.  He 
wants to inscribe your name in the 
palms of his hand and give you a 
new name: Redeemed.
 Listen to these words that 
Isaiah wrote about God’s people: 
“Therefore the redeemed of the 
LORD shall return, And come with 

singing unto Zion; 
And everlasting joy 
shall be upon their 
head: They shall 
obtain gladness and 
joy; And sorrow 
and mourning shall 
flee away.”
 In Revela-
tion 3:20, Jesus calls 
to us, “Behold, I 
stand at the door, 
and knock: if any 

man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and 
will sup with him, and he with me.”  
Will you let him in today?
 

“Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith 
and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.” - 1 Timothy 4:12

“Now faith is the substance 
of things hoped for, the ev-
idence of things not seen.” - 

Hebrews 11:1





First Fallen Snow
By ABBIE HAYDEN

Winter is like salvation
Beginning dark, eerie and cold
Waiting on the first fall of snow

Our hearts were such as this; dark, eerie, and cold
Until God’s grace came and washed our souls
To make us whiter than that first fallen snow

Just as the ground is covered,
White and glistening in the sunlight,

Our sins are buried forever
Replaced with a radiant love,

Our lives now shining brightly in God’s glorious 
light

Like every snowflake that falls from the sky,

Our creator has made each of us unique
Each beautiful in our own special way

Carefully crafted together by the Master’s hands.
Like on a slippery road of ice

We may stumble and fall
Not knowing which way you will slide next

God’s grace clears a safe path to follow
Mercy shoveling away all the slush of our lives
To make us shine brighter than that first fallen 

snow.

Continued from page 1
But only about three or four came and introduced 
themselves.  Now, we’re not sensitive people but I 
must admit that it was a little uncomfortable.  I was 
reminded afresh of what people may feel when they 
come into our services, not knowing anyone there 
and sitting conspicuously with a pleasant look as 
God’s people scurry around greeting one another on 
the way to their ‘nests.’
 Of course we don’t all do that.  We are a 
friendly congregation and probably none of us ever 
intends to shun anyone.  But sometimes we’re busy, 
or backwards, or even careless.  No matter what, 
these people are our guests (and sometimes they’re 
one-time guests).  If they’re already here, a lot of our 
work is already done and whether they come back 
or not may well rest on our shoulders.
 Let us love them unconditionally and 
demonstrate this holy life without compromise 
- asking God to make every one of us a genuine 
‘greeter.’  I could quote a lot of scriptures here but I 
don’t think that’s really necessary, do you?
 Treating everyone with dignity, saint or sin-
ner, doesn’t ever suggest compromise.  We need to 
win them at the door.

Win Them At the Door, 
Cont’d

Upcoming Events
March 7 - Spiritual Discipline Study @ 7PM
March 8 - Youth Meeting @ 6PM
March 13 - Trustee Meeting
March 14 - Spiritual Discipline Study @ 7PM
March 21 - Spiritual Discipline Study @ 7PM
March 22 - Mary Wolfe’s Baby Shower @ 11AM
        Youth Meeting @ 6PM
March 28 - Spiritual Discipline Study @ 7PM

2181 Riggs Road
Newark, OH 43055

Phone: (740)345-7841

If you have questions, comments, sugges-
tions, or complaints about the newsletter 

feel free to e-mail the editor, Casey Fenn, at 
Casey.Fenn@gmail.com.


